50 YEARS AT 23 BLACKBURN ROAD

Cheers for 50 Years!

1968

50 Years in the Making
As we celebrate 50 years this September 2018,
we hope readers will enjoy an anecdotal
history of milestones and achievements within
the practice at 23 Blackburn Road, within our
industry and within our local and international
community. We acknowledge a variety
of information sources including
Dr Neville Regan’s well documented historic
records, old photos, extracts from patient
newsletters, our Partners – past and present,
other publications, research, the web and
more. It is written to capture the essence
as a potted history of our first 50 years, to
be enjoyed by Patients and Staff.
We apologise in advance for any
omissions or oversights!

The Birth of a Dental Practice
Celebrating 50 years at 23 Blackburn Road!
The Surgery Building at 23 Blackburn Road opened
on Tuesday 3rd September 1968. Dr Neville Regan
together with Dr Gavan Oakley had earlier been
working from rented dental rooms in Railway Road,
Blackburn. Together they designed and built the current
premises. It was visionary in design and layout for its
time. The architect was Bill Kerr and builders were Dance
Brothers. It had strong bones and a wonderful location
in Blackburn Road, to become home to the Blackburn
Dental Group Team. Good off-street parking for patients,
extensions in the early 1990s and a major renovation
to the reception and waiting room areas in 2006, have
seen it remain functional and sophisticated. State of the
art equipment and many new dental techniques, have
underpinned a high functioning, family dentistry practice.
In September 2018 our purpose built surgery celebrates
50 years as a dental practice.
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1977

1990

Principal - Dr Tony Robertson

Dr Caitlin Oakley

After joining the practice in 1972, Dr Tony Robertson becomes

Dr Caitlin Oakley commences practice at BDG when

a partner of the practice with founding partners Dr Gavan

Jenny takes maternity leave for her second child.

Oakley and Dr Neville Regain.

She later purchases her father’s share of the practice.

Introducing Dental Hygienists

Our work with Rotary in Vietnam and India

In early 1990 BDG took an activist role with the introduction

As part of the Rotary Australia-Vietnam Community

of dental hygienists to the practice for oral care and the
prevention of gum disease. Based on research and findings
from the US, they were one of the first practices in Victoria to
pioneer this regime of dental health treatment.

1997

2001

Health Dental Project three trips were undertaken by
Dr Tony Robertson as a volunteer dentist to Vietnam
in 2001, 2003 and 2005. Sponsored by the practice, dental
assistants Liza Millard, Rebecca Harris, Francesca Gee,
Georgie Davies and Elisha Aarons volunteered to join
the teams. Francesca also later travelled to India with

1991

Principals - Dr Jenny Levecke & Dr Will Levecke

a Rotary sponsored dental team.

Dr Jenny Levecke joined BDG straight from university in January
1987 as an employee dentist. Together with her husband Dr Will
BDG partnership with Neville, Gavan and Tony in 1991. Dr Will

Volunteering for the
Melbourne Commonwealth Games

Levecke commenced practice that year at Blackburn Dental

In March 2006 Dr Tony Robertson and Dr Will Levecke had

initially part time, transitioning to full time in 1995, when Jenny

the exciting task to be a part of the volunteer dental team

reduced her surgery hours with the arrival of their first child.

when Melbourne hosted the Commonwealth Games.

Levecke, their company JL Levecke Pty Ltd bought into the

2006

More than 4,000 athletes from 71 Commonwealth Games
Associations took part in the event.
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2006

Dr Gavan Oakley, Dr Neville Regan
A change of Partnerships
In 2006 Drs Gavan and Caitlin Oakley left the group and
Neville Regan sold his share to the remaining partners Tony,
Jenny and Will. Neville remained as an employee until
retiring in December 2015.

2006

A new look Surgery by set designer Tel Stolfo

and interior of the building was given a new lease of life with its
eye-catching colour scheme. The brains behind the makeover,
was movie and television set designer Tel Stolfo.

(ADAVB) and the Environmental Protection Authority Victoria.

Principal – Dr Wynne Yip
In January 2012, Dr Wynne Yip purchased Dr Tony Robertson’s share
and became a principal of BDG. Tony stayed on as an employee

Dr Wynne Yip joined the group in 2006

During 2013 Blackburn Dental gained QIP Quality Innovation
Performance accreditation which was no mean feat! The process
took nearly 18 months working with the ADA and QIP peak bodies
and covered six very specific aspects of our practice including:
Governance for safety and quality in health service organisations;
Partnering with Consumers; Preventing and Controlling Healthcare
Associated Infections; Medication Safety; Patient identification and
procedure matching; Clinical Handover Policy.

A website resource for patients
Blackburn Dental Group’s new website went live in 2007

2012

until his retirement from clinical practice in December 2016.

Blackburn Dental Gains QIP Accreditation

with extensive patient resource information.
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2008

The “Dentists for Cleaner Water” project was a
partnership between the Water Industry in Victoria,
the Australian Dental Association Victorian Branch

Dr Wynne Yip
as a graduate of Melbourne University.

2007

In late 2008 Blackburn Dental Group was one of the first
practices in Victoria to install amalgam separators on all
the dental units. These separators help filter mercury from
waste water before it reaches our sewerage systems.

2006 was a busy year for BDG, with the newly renovated
premises attracting much favourable comment. The exterior

2006

An environmental initiative for Blackburn Dental

2013
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2013

Royal Flying Doctor Service Victoria
Mobile Dental Care

A Proud Relationship

In February 2013, BDG Dentist Dr Tony Robertson

emerging with the Royal Flying Doctor Service with more

and dental assistant Bow Harris, accompanied

annual trips planned.

by specialist paediatric dentist Andrea Aspinall,
travelled to Robinvale in Victoria, as volunteers
in the Royal Flying Doctor Service Mobile Dental
Care Program.
This area is amongst the most disadvantaged in the state, with
very limited access to dental care and relatively high numbers
of recent emigrants, refugees and aborigines. The program
provides routine care to indigenous residents alongside
screening programs for dental care to the local community.
Typical visits included local schools, playgroups, aged care
facilities and many agricultural businesses in the region.
Contrary to popular belief, the RFDS gets around the area by
4WD rather than aircraft, in this case one which is fitted out
with a mobile dental chair, which can be set up in minutes. a
devel

6

2014

From our first visit in 2013, a growing relationship was

In May 2014, Drs Wynne Yip and Tony Robertson headed
off together for the first time, accompanied by Dental Assistant
Georgie Davies, into the remote rural communities of
West Wimmera.
In May 2015 both dentists returned again, this time
accompanied by Dental Assistant Rachelle Welti, a third
year Melbourne Dental School student at the time. It was a
significant commitment for Rachelle on the eve of important
Dental exams, who decided such an opportunity for this
experience was not to be missed!
BDG offers further support at the RFD’s Warragul Field Days
to help man their site. Our work with the RFDS is one association
of which we are very proud. We hope to have more stories to
share in future newsletters.
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2014

Our Surgery Building – Important facility renovations
Our premises at 23 Blackburn Road were purpose-built in 1968.
Since that time several renovations and equipment acquisitions
have been undertaken. A significant renovation occured in
March 2014 to update our central instrument reprocessing
centre. In many ways the sterilizing and instrument processing
area is the hub of a busy practice. Whilst our systems had

representation and dental education within and for the
profession.
• Drs Tony Robertson, Will Levecke and Wynne Yip have acted
as clinical demonstrators at the Dental Schools at University

it had become increasingly more inefficient to work within the

of Melbourne and La Trobe University.

partial walls including 40-year-old cabinetry. This allowed for
better, more efficient workflow and the installation of new and
considerably more bench space and storage.

A Proud ICD Fellowship Member
On October 25 2014, Dr Tony Robertson was bestowed
the honor of a Fellowship Member and inducted into the
International College of Dentists. The International College
of Dentists (ICD or “College”) is the oldest and largest honor
society for dentists in the world. Established in 1928, the College
has over 12,000 members in 122 countries, who have been
awarded the prestigious title of Fellow.
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• All our partner practitioners have been involved in ongoing

kept pace with the advancing infection control procedures,
tight space. We completely gutted the room and removed

2014

Working with the Dental Board of Victoria and Australian
Dental Association, Victorian Branch

• Dr Jenny Levecke and Dr Tony Robertson continue to
serve as examiners for the Australian Dental Council, a body
responsible for assessing the suitability of overseas trained
dentists for registration in Australia.
• Both Drs Tony Robertson and Gavan Oakley spent many
years on the Dental Board of Victoria. During their time on
the Board, they saw the introduction of fluoridation (trialled
in Bacchus Marsh in 1962, with Melbourne commencing in
1977) and the introduction of dental hygienists into dental
practices. Blackburn Dental Group has supported these
initiatives extensively and continue to see the benefits of
both in daily practice.
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2015

Honouring a pioneer at 23 Blackburn Road
Dr Neville Regan retires

Our work in Cambodia – Dr Rachelle Welti

Blackburn Dental Group recognised the dental career of Dr

Dr Rachelle Welti travelled to Cambodia as part of

Neville Regan in November 2015 at a function to celebrate
his retirement. Neville joined Gavan Oakley in 1965 in rented
rooms in Railway Road, Blackburn. Together they designed
and built the current premises, which have been in operation
since 1968. Neville helped build up the young thriving practice
to a point where a third share and finally a fourth share was
sold to Dr Tony Robertson and Dr Jenny Levecke respectively.
In 2006 Neville sold his practice to the other partners and
continued on to help out by utilising his considerable denture
skills. Many patients have him to thank for their highly
customised dentures where he developed a shade guide for
tint matching the pink gum areas of dentures. Dr Regan was a
founding member and first secretary for ACAD the Australian

2015

In December 2015, along with five of her peers,
One-2-One Charitable Trust’s Mobile Dental Program...
“With the help of local dental assistants and a senior dentist,
we completed a range of treatments including extractions,
restorations, periodontal therapy and patient education.
We managed to treat just under 800 adults and children
in two weeks”.
“We spent a week in Phnom Penh, then travelled to Prey Veng,
a province on the east bank of the Mekong River where more
than half the population live below the poverty line. Access to
dental care is close to non-existent for these individuals due to
the community’s limited resources”.

Central Association of Dentists more than forty years ago. Since

In this province, One-2-One is working hard to implement oral

then ACAD has been conducting well respected National and

health education programs, particularly focusing on schools.

International Dental Conferences in the ski fields of Australia,

In an attempt to reduce the future incidence of decay, the

New Zealand, United States and Japan. With an aim to have a

team worked diligently to reinforce their teachings and

well-rounded general scientific program, ACAD has presented

placed fissure seals on as many children as possible.

high profiled members of the Australian Dental Association at its
conferences.
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2016

A Forty Year Salute – Dr Tony Robertson retires
After more than forty years of practice in Blackburn, Tony Robertson
retired at the end 2016. Fresh from graduating from The University of
Melbourne Dental School, he joined BDG in 1972. Apart from a short
period working in the UK (1974-76), Tony remained at BDG and in
early 1977 became a partner. In that time, he has seen the practice
grow, enormous improvement in dental health including water
fluoridation and the early introduction of dental hygienists, which
sharpened the focus on prevention of dental disease. The practice
has also been innovative in introducing technology.
Tony has been a pioneer at BDG in voluntary work in Australia and
Overseas. He first visited Vietnam in 2001 with the Rotary AustraliaVietnam Community Dental Health Project. Influenced by that
experience he was active in personally volunteering dental services
in Australia and overseas, encouraging other staff to do the same.
BDG has a continuing involvement in providing team members for
the Rotary program and the Royal Flying Doctor Service, providing
dental care to remote rural communities in Victoria.

2017
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Team Building, Corporate challenges, Fundraising
The delivery of quality dentistry requires excellent teamwork and BDG
has enjoyed a number of team building exercises including the “Give
A Dog A Home” program in 2017, with the goal to design, build and
present an award-winning dog kennel, “The Escape Room” project
where common goals, conflict resolution and teamwork outcomes
were on the agenda. Indoor Rock Climbing and a retreat weekend to
Wilson’s Promontory, created bonding and trust experiences, all adding
to an inclusive and respectful team at BDG. Our book references
BDG’s work as volunteer dentists and we are proud of other charitable
endeavours. In lieu of Christmas gift exchanges, we donate to a cause
important to staff. We share below some of the organisations:
Aussie Helpers Helping struggling drought affected farmers and their
families to stay on the land.
Burmese Refugees Through two of our patients directly involved in the
support and care of Burmese refugees in Malaysia and Melbourne.
Haiyan Typhoon Relief Program Following the catastrophic tragedy of
the 2013 typhoon in the Philippines.

ITI World Symposium in Switzerland
Research in the field of implant dentistry

Jeans for Genes Day The Children’s Medical Research Institute aims to
improve and extend the lives of children everywhere.

Dr Jenny Levecke and Dr Will Levecke were part of
the 2017 Australian representation at the ITI World Symposium
held in Basel, Switzerland with more than 4800 attendees. The ITI
was formed more than 30 years ago and is a leading academic
organization, dedicated to the field of implant dentistry and the
2017 theme was “Key factors for long-term success”.

Motor Neurone Disease Victoria MND Victoria provides care, support
and research support to those suffering this debilitating condition.
MS Victoria Multiple sclerosis is one of the most common diseases of the
central nervous system with over 23,000 people living with MS in Australia.
Royal Flying Doctor Service As well as donating, we regularly send a
team help to man the RFDS display at Warragul Field Days.
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The History of our “Wattle” logo
In the late 1970’s after serving the community
for more the 40 years, the practice wanted
to develop an image that had synergy and
identified with the local area. This symbol
was found in our front yard with a sprig of
Black Wattle, a common native plant of
Blackburn. Initially the logo was in the green
and gold of the wattle. Since then it has
evolved to compliment architectural and
new colourscheme changes. Major colour
changes occurred in 2006 when renovations
occurred with the creative input of set
designer Tel Stolfo. The latest version was
finessed during 2017 for a new look wordpress
website and in 2018 for new carpark signage
and installations on the wall of the building.
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